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order that leprosy may dealt with successfully ona comprehensive scale 
and before any large proportion early cases will come voluntarily for exami- 
nation, there must change the attitude the public toward the 
Any scheme for the control leprosy will depend for its success an’ educated 
public opinion.”’ 

Recommendation World Conference Leprosy, Cairo, March 1938. 
FACTS THAT YOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT HANSEN’S DISEASE. 


The transmission Hansen’s discase being still unsolved, 
the medical world classes ‘‘feebly 


The Leprosarium Carville was founded fifty years 
-ago. date not single member the medicai 
nursing staff has contracted the disease. 


Doctors and nurses take very precautions, not 
comparable with those they would take dealing with 
diphtheria, typhoid and other communicable diseases. 


Visitors are admitted freely, nor are they required 
take any special precautions. 


Patients are permitted visit their homes for 
short periods. 


} 
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THAT TRAGIC NAME 
Assistant Professor Medicine, University Illinois, 
College Medicine, Chicago 
Reprinted from the MODERN HOSPITAL, January 1945, 
courtesy Alden Managing Editor. 


interest the Problem Dis- 
ease arose during the years 1931 1935 while 
was Mayo Clinic Mayo Foundation 
Fellowship. observed the physicians 
there were able discuss freely and frankly 
with the patients such cancer, 
tuberculosis, and syphilis, but ‘‘leprosy’’ was 
one they reluctant utter. The 
terror aroused the name was altogether out 
medica.ly. that time made mind 
write article history the word 
for some medical periodical. in- 
terest, however, was purely academic, and 
never found spare time accomplish this 
Purpose. 

was number years later had 
opportunity here Chicago, with 
patient who had discha ged from Car- 
ville cured. the problem that 
faced gettinga job. was then for the 
time that grasped the significance 
the name and realized that use 
the erm Disease was demanded not 
only the interest scientific accuracy, but 

Lendrum, M.D.,Ph.D 


One major and worldwide 
public health results from erro- 
neous translation the 
ment. This problem concerns the dis- 
ease that now called leprosy. 

The affliction which present 
apply this term certainly the least 
all communicable dis- 
eases. could treated any general 
hospital with vastly more safety than 
can tuberculosis, except for the panic 
that arises from the biblical associa- 
tions the name. 

large hospitals and clinics 
refuse employ the word leprosy all, 
Instead they use the term dis- 


ease from the discoverer the causa- 


tive organism. The reason for this poli- 

thefear that patients, nurses and 

even physicians would desert the insti- 

tution account the horror 

historicaily associated with the name. 
They Are Still Persecuted 

the present timea person who 
branded suffers more from 
the word than from the disease. 
shunned one who unspeakably 
dangerous and unclean and actually 
ina manner hardly different 
from that the Dark Ages. 

Uatil years this confusion be- 
tween the and modern use 
term leprosy was cause 
ing thousands patients but was 
hardly itself public health problem. 
Recent advance chemotherapy, how- 
ever, have profoundly changed the sit- 
uation. discovered groups 
drugs, promin and its deriva- 
tives, have proved powerfully destruc- 
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tive allthe acid-fast bacilli, which 
include the tuberculosis and the close- 
related Bacillus leprae Hansen. 

The original promin acts dramatically 
experimental tuberculosis infections 
laboratory animals but too toxic 
use large doses human beings. Or- 
ganic chemists, however, are busy with 
the problem tacking new side-chains 
the original molecule and are creat- 
ing less toxic and more effective deriv- 
atives faster than physicians can 
ate them clinically. 

Even habitually skeptical investiga- 
tors have come expect that the pro- 
min group drugs will soon occupy 
place the treatment leprosy and 
tuberculosis similar that which the 
sulfonamide group and penicillin occu- 
the treatment epidemic men- 
ingitis, pneumonia and 
gas gangrene. 

The public health problem present 
less that discovering new drugs for 
the treatment leprosy than that 
persuading patients stigmatized lep- 
ers submit treatment. present 
there are, even the United States, 
least two patients large and untreat- 
for every patient who receiving 
medical care for Hansen’s disease. The 
reason for this solely the fear the 
name. Patients prefer conceal their 
condition and into hiding rather 
will when the name leprosy fast- 
ened upon them. 

Even superficial reading the thir- 
teenth chapter Leviticus sufficient 
convince any physician that the six 
seven conditions which are 
under the Hebrew word had 
nothing common with what call- 
leprosy today. The repeated expres- 
sion throughout the Old Testament, 
leprous snow, may applied vi- 
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tiligo psoriasis but could never 
any acrobatics the imagination 
applied infection with Hansen’s ba- 
cillus. 

The condition the scalp described 
Leviticus quite unmistakably fa- 
vus, ringworm the scalp, and not 
possible leprosy. The other passages 
this interesting chapter are more diffi- 
cult identify but apparently apply 
vitiligo, psoriasis and leukemia and 
tuberculosis the skin. 

The most characteristic features 
infection with Hansen’s bacillus (such 
nerve involvement with loss 
sation the extremities) are nowhere 
mentioned. The descriptions leprosy 
garments and leprosy houses 
should conclusive proof that 
ath” not the name disease and 
certainly not the disease that call 
leprosy. 

The clue the significance this 
condition among the ancient Hebrews 
which leprosy described being 
affliction which the result divine 
displeasure (as the case Miriam) 
being sign divine power (as 
the case Moses) being mir- 
aculously cured bathing the Jor- 
dan (as the case Naaman.) 

Indicated Blemish Not Disease 

The word leprosy quite obviously was 
applied not disease the skin but 
mark blemish which rendered 
the person ritualistically unclean. 

Blemishes marks were regarded 
all primitive tribes having magical 
significance can easily verified 
Frazer’s ‘‘Golden Among the 
ancient Hebrews particular, blem- 
ishes marks were regarded evil 
omen. animal, for example, that 
was selected for sacrifice had 
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ceptable for the priesthood. 

The Greek word lepra had been used 
the writings attributed Hippoc- 
rates refer vague group scaly 
conditions the skin regarded hav- 
ing serious importance. The trans- 
lators the Hebrew Testament into 
Alexandrian Greek (the Septuagint) 
about 100 used the word 
their effort find Greek equiva- 
lent for The writers the 
New Testament followed the example 
this Greek Septuagint. 

One important feature leprosy 
described the New Testament con- 
firms the view that was thought 
essentially mark taboo. Other 
diseases the New Testament are de- 
Leprosy, however, described being 
cleansed. 

When Jerome came translate the 
Bible into the Latin Vulgate new sit- 
uation confronted him. Galen already 
had precisely described the condition 


which now know leprosy. 


description the first that can iden- 
tified beyond all question Hansen’s 
disease. The term which Galen applied 
was Elephantiasis graecorum. 

Jerome was mean scholar.If had 
thought that this condition was the 
one referred ‘zaraath’ and ‘lepra’, 
would certainly have used the Latin 
word elephantiasis his translation. 
Jerome, however, humbly indicated his 
own ignorance carrying the vague 
Greek term over into Latin 
Latin word. 

During medieval times persons who 
were pronounced priests lepers 
were persecuted with great vigor. The 
last rites the dead were said over 
they were excluded from inhabi- 
ted places; they lost such legal rights 
that inheriting property mak- 
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ing wills, and they were largely confined 
within the many hundreds lazar 
houses which existed throughout west- 
ern Europe. 

There means determining 
how many these unfortunate people 
actually suffered from what now 
know leprosy. Documents between 
the seventh and twelfth centuries are 
scanty and anything but precise. 
have means even being sure when 
the description elephantiasis 
tobe confused with 
Jerome. Such fragmentary evidence 
does exist suggests that tuberculosis 
and leukemia the skin, well some 
ringworm and yeast infections the 
skin, accounted for the majority the 
inmates the medieval leper houses. 

have, furthermore, means 
knowing why tne condition which was 
called leprosy disappeared 
from western Europe simultaneously 
with the great epidemic syphilis 
the the fifteenth century. 
seems however, view the 
diagnostic difficulties which skin dis- 
eases present even our time, that 
physicians who had been calling 
thing leprosy suddenly began call 
everything syphilis, condition which 
the patients found much less embar- 
rassing! was not until 1871, when 
Hansen’s bacillus was discovered, that 
what now term leprosy could di- 
agnosed with precision. 

estimated that there are 
sent least 5,000,000 people the 
world infected with Hansen’s bacillus. 
Most them inhabit the tropical zones, 
though there are scattered foci the 
Baltic countries, Norway and Iceland 
and somewhat larger number cases 
Japan and the northern coastal re- 
gions China. Probably 5,000 victims 
live the United States. 
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The infectiousness the disease 
this country extremely low, practi- 
cally all the cases being imported from 
the far northeast Europe from the 
tropics the Orient. the United 
States, the Hawaiian Islands and the 
Philippines has been observed that 
the chance contracting the disease 
extremely small even when unin- 
fected husband, wife, goes live with 
his mate ina leper colony. Through- 
out the last fifty years not one member 
the medical nursing staff the 
National Leprosarium, Carville, La., 
has been infected with the disease. 

present formidable movement 
under way escape from the com- 
pletely unjustified revulsion which 
the name leprosy excites. This move- 
tions justicetothe patient and 
the public health need making the 
highly promising new weapon treat- 
ment available every person who 
infected. 

The purpose can easily attained 
making official the already widely used 
term Hansen’s disease place of.a name 
which has disastrous and altogether 
erroneous biblical associations. Some 
purists have objected that undes- 
irabie have diseases named after the 
man who first described them dis- 
covered their cause. Words, however, 
are labels. The avoidance tragic mis- 
understandings more important 
that the adherence artificial stand- 
ards linguistic purism. 

The official adoption the 
sen’s disease, which seems not far off, 
will spare thousands patients from 
needless suffering. will encourage 
many more thousands enter sanita- 
riums and take advantage the 
also relieve hospitals and hospital 
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ministrators one the most diffi- 
cult and embarrassing problems that 
can ever confront them. 


The article entitled ‘‘That Tragic 
Lendrum which appears the MOD- 
ERN HOSPITAL, supporting the efforts 
substitute HANSEN’S DISEASE for 
the odious name leprosy extreme- 
gratifying. 

Fourteen years ago the Leonard 
Wood Memorial Conference Leprosy 
Manila was agreed, unofficially, 
that new name should found for 
leprosy. date nothing better has been 
suggested than HANSEN’S DISEASE. 
From the scientific viewpoint may 
not entirely satisfactory, although 
not the first time that the name 
man who has achieved important 
step the combating has 
had his name affixed it. The thera- 
peutic advantages certainly cannot 
over-estimated. 

cannot see how approach the 
solution this illness until sam2 

universal interest and sympathy are ac- 
corded any other malady...un- 
tilit universally looked upon with- 
out prejudice. gives great satis- 
faction find that ever increasing 
number medical men and laymen are 
becoming convinced that fundamental 
step, that must taken are 
eradicate that disease, free its 
designation term which has become 
synonymous with something vile. 
Perry Burgess 
President, Leonard Wood Memorial 
CORRECTION PLEASE 

the February 1945 Star, discussing 
the Philippines Over the Editor’s 
page said that Culion was 
the island Mindoro. This incor- 
rect. Culion island ly:ng south 
the island Mindoro. 
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AND REMEMBER WHEN 
Sgt. Joe told William Chin 


The story that about tell you 
being told with variations every day 
thousands upon thousands Amer- 
ican boys from every battle front. 

Pearl Harbor found mea veteran with 

four years experience the National 
Guard. Things moved swiftly from then 
on. mobilized 1942. was among 
those selected for special training 
Commando tactics. were become 
what now known the ‘‘fightingest 
outfit the Army’’, the Rangers. 
Our combat training was climaxed 
maneuvers the Carolinas. After that 
neither knew when were going 
until the last minute nor where were 
going until got there. were kept 
constantly the alert. Several times 
boarded trooptrains heading for 
what thought was port embar- 
kation only return our barracks. 
April Fool’s Day 1943 again 
went through the routine but this time 
found ourselves the high seas. 
disembarked North Africa and 
were stationed between Casablanca and 
Rabat, was there where saw the first 
German, officer. was thought that 
had landed North Africa from 
U-boat, have escaped from 
camp near by. When saw him he’d 
been killed the boys outfit who 
had removed important papers includ- 
ing maps American 
from his person. 

Five months later left Africa-for 
Italy. was the first assault 


capture Salerno. encountered two 


Jerry divisions which had taken over the 
defense that area after the Italians 
given up. After some bitter fighting 
captured the Italian garrison. was 
with the Lieutenant, our platoon com- 
man Jer, when was investigating the 


building the Germans used head- 
quarters. had left tommy gun 
the ground floor and had taken tele- 
phone and wires upstairs. discovered 
tower the second decided 
have look. that moment bullets 
thudded into the wall near us, and 
found were surrounded German 
snipers 

Why, the muttered the 
Lieutenant, and before could finish 
were downstairs. There was nothing 
else todo but wait. sat the 
floor until the rest the outfit came 
and drove the Germans off. When 
sat down beside brick wall about ft. 
high and ft, wide, eat our rations. 
were enjoying lazy moment, just 
eating and joking, when BANG! and an- 
other Jerry was the loose! 
could collect senses was the 
other side the wall with both hands 
still holding rations. That was the 
quickest jump any had ever made. 
That night the Germans staged small 
counter attack. Gunfire was heard from 
all sides, and everybody was running 
all directions. The Lieutenant notified 
prepare move out with the men 
command but failed return 
and tell where move. The camp 
dispersed all directions but still 
awaited orders. When they were not 
forthcoming turned for the night. 
The boys returned the morning. 

From then our advance was rapid. 
After short while were miles in- 
land, and the Salerno beachhead was 
secured. The whole division was then 
sent rest camps the rear for few 
days. was swell, work. fighting 
and regular hours. Refreshed, 
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LEPROSY THE MILITARY 
SERVICE 


significance the source from 
which leprosy contracted the dif- 
ferent way. which soldiers the last 
three wars were exposed 
and contracted the disease. There were 
admitted the Leprosarium Span- 
ish American War veterans veterans 
World War and veterans 
World War II. pointed out Dr. 
Hasseltine practically all Spanish- 
American War Veterans came from 
nonendemic states and contracted the 
disease while military duty such 
foreign soil Cuba, the Philippines 
and other countries which leprosy 
endemic. the contrary, those World 
War veterans whom leprosy devel- 
oped were enlisted into the armed forces 
from endemic areas the United 
States and probably received their in- 
fection prior their entry into mili- 
tary service, which was not any 
great extent countries which lep- 
rosy was prevalent. 

Admission the present time 
World War veterans are, like those 
World War from states countries 
which leprosy endemic. Two pa- 
tients were born Louisiana, Cal- 
ifornia, the Philippines, Texas, 
Mexico, and Puerto Rico. Men 
the present military service have not 
yet been exposed for sufficiently long 
time for leprosy contracted foreign 
fields have developed, but the past 
experience the Spanish Americari 
War teaches that with the lapse years, 
when the long incubation period lep- 
rosy has come end, least small 
number those who have served 
countries where leprosy prevalent will 
become its victims. From report, 
Trends Leprosy the Unit- 
ted Ralph Hopkins, D., 


Consulting Dermatologist and 
Faget, Medical Officer Charge, 
Marine Hospital, Carville, La., the 
Journal the American Medical Asso- 
ciation, December 1944. 


Since the compilation the above 
report eight additional World War 
veterans have been admitted this 
hospital. Three these men were born 
Texas, one California, one Louis- 
iana, one Arizona and two Mexico. 


**Sgt. Joe cont’d from page 


went back front again. The Germans 
were fighting desperately hold 
mountain. They were top and 
were about half way up. Our 
porting artillery was giving them hel- 
lova blasting. just sat our fox- 
holes wait for the big boys cease 
firing before advanced. 

the Lieutenant was 
calling from his foxhole few yards 
away. over the switchboard’’. 
ordered. Luck was side. For 
reached the switchboard shell ex- 
ploded the foxhole had just left. 

From Salerno went Naples, 
where was three major battles. 
also participated the battle for Cas- 
sino; and was later relieved and sent 
back the rest camp. There took sick 
and was sent home. was mighty good 
home—to have your feet stand- 
ing firmly once more American soil. 
Well the rest you know. was diagnosed 
having Hansen’s disease. Now Iam 
another battle front. But after going 
through many tough spots the war 
conditioned face this one with 
unwavering determination. 


HELP OUR GREAT AMERI- 
CAN ARMIES PUT OVER THAT LAST 
BIG PUSH EUROPE BUYING 
MORE WAR BONDS. NOW! 
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WHAT PRICE TRADITION 
only the great spiritual teachers who have really made changes the world. 
simple sentences like ‘He that without sin among you, let him cast the first stone’ that 


have transmuted the life man this earth. 


who have the disease called ‘‘lep- 
rosy’’ know that the ravages its stig- 
are far greater than those its 
germ. Dr. Lendrum has pointed 
out his scholarly article, because 
the misconceptions concerning it, par- 
ticularly with regard its infectivity, 
fostered its tragic name. The name 
not only scientific misnomer that 
has come down through passing centu- 
ries misunderstanding and prejudice, 
but symbolizes all that loathsome 
both physically and morally. 

The feelings and ideas associated with 
words constitute their emotional and 
intellectual connotation 
from their logical meaning. the deep 
South where the question 
touchy subject, Montgomery, 
ma, editorial writer (1944) refers 
who believe racial equal- 
ity ‘‘political lepers’’. say, ‘‘These 
political lepers are among today, and 
the best thing treat them 
lepers were treated the Bible days. 
Avoid them destroy- 

title article published the 
letin the American Society for the 
control Cancer. Inc. Jan. 1944), 
which the author urges cancer patients 
seek early surgical treatment. 

These are but two many similar 
illustrations which could given, for 
we, like you, have heard over the air and 
from the screen and read the press 
such expressions ‘‘economic 
pan asa leper among 
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--Hugh Walpole 
fintum, nauseum. 

Blyer says, ‘‘Words and phrases that 
are peculiar the Bible the church 
service, carry with them mental images 
and emotions connected with religious 
One instinctively associates 
leprosy with that depicted the family 
Bible. was only recently that col- 
lege graduate admitted thought 
that all leprosy was confined the 
pages the Bible and not unusual 
for patients describe their first shock 
after diagnosis this disease being 
based their ‘‘Sunday School’’ 
edge it. 

the Hebrew language the root 
meaning the word for leprosy 
strike and was regarded 
the sorest affliction the hand God. 
McEwen says, are many reasons 
for believing that the extraordinary fear 
leprosy, which universally present 
today and which has worked hardship 
and misery many unfortunate vic- 
tims the disease, result, part 
least, the influence the Biblical 
references (The Leprosy 
the Bible and its Religious and Medical 
Aspects BIBLICAL WORLD.) 

We, this modern scientific age, 
know the power the know 
the whip scorn, and the pangs exile. 
know the children this age—old stig- 
ma—Propaganda and Leprophobia. 
know that many, not most us, enter 
this hospital under assumed names, 
breaking family bonds and lifetime 
friendships. True, taking assumed 
names ourselves become party 
this ‘‘vicious circle’’ but most cases 
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this protect our families be- 
cause toooften once becomes known 
that member family has leprosy, 
though hospitalized, the family 
finds difficulty securing employment. 
Some families have even lost homes. 
patient discharged from this hospital 
arrested case dares not reveal the 
nature his former illness expects 
earn livelihood. 

young man who was patient 
Carville had younger brother attend- 
ing exclusive parochial school. The 
boy had never been told his srother’s 
illness and was led believe that his 
brother was away college. One day 
after school the boy told his mother 
that the priest had lectured them 
that day morals and told them that 
disease was the one who leads 
immoral life must pay, emphasizing 
that you catch leprosy that 
Later, circumstances made necessary 
for the mother tell the boy his 
brother’s illness. was shock. 
him, his big was 
ful one emulate. Yet, accord- 
ing what was taught school 
learned man, one whom respected, 
his brother was the victim his own 
sensuality. 

certain that the modern educa- 
tor the preceding incident did not 
speak with malicious intent. Then how 
does one account for his attitude? 
think the excerpts which follow, from 
religious magazines, speak volumes 
propaganda you will. 

devouring evil. The vic- 
tim has human ambition, 
natural dignity either lift him 
defend him against the despair 
dying man without hope. The leper re- 
alizes that outcast and the 
periences has undergone the dis- 
gust and fear arouses all sides 
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quicken him the sense his own 
misfortune, breeding him desire for 
revenge. Idleness, the soul’s great ene- 
my, drags him down into the depths 
sin and debasement. This moral misery 
all countries and climates. evident 
then that the leper doubly leprous. 
Missions Magazine, 1944, published 
the Society for the Propagation the 
Faith.) 

the Gospel Herald (December 
Protestant religious weekly, find the 
following: ‘‘Leprosy type sin, be- 
cause its small beginning. The Israel- 
ites were commanded put out the 
camp every leper. They were sepa- 
rated from the rest the people. Sin, 
like leprosy, unclean. Like leprosy sin 
contagious. One should keep far 
away from sin its appearances 
would from person. Lep- 
rosy incurable disease and usually 
proves fatal. Just impossible for 
Ethiopian to. change his skin and 
leopard his spots, impossible for 
man cure himself sin. But thank 
God, just Christ healed the ten lepers 
which seems have gotten such hold 
upon men.”’ 

Each year Catholic, Episcopal and 
some other churches all over the world 
designated Sunday priests and 
ministers read the ‘‘the heal- 
ing the ten which usually 
followed sermon based this text. 
frequently these sermons perpet- 
uate preconceived notions leprosy, 
thereby keeping leprophobia alive. 
Carville have heard these sermons 
over the radio and more than one 
occasion families patients congre- 
gations where the sermons were de- 
livered, have been humiliated and 
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crushed them. THE STAR files 
have letters from these families ask- 
ing that prepare article this 
subject and send copies the paper 
their parish priest that this unfortu- 
nate practice might avoided the 
future. Some have written our 
friends religious orders requesting 
their assistance this problem. 

Sister Catherine Sullivan, N.,who 
spent years duty this hospital, 
has had number opportunities 
speak Seminarians and she never 
fails urge them take new and 
true view the disease referred 
Holy Scripture leprosy. Here 
verbatim extract from she gave: 
get away from the current im- 
pression leprosy. And here some- 
thing very definite and practical that 
you can do. your sermons not use 
the word synonym for sin. not 
connect the term with ingratitude. 
identifying leprosy with sin with 
terms only too often used, you are add- 
ing the burden misrepresentation 
and tragic misunderstanding already 
much too heavy for those who are its 
victims. Remember this- Pass 
your brother-priests. Never let the all 
too easily accepted connotation the 
word pass unchallenged your pres- 

From time immemorial, victims 
have been considered 
cial charge the church, and today 
wherever the disease found, church 
workers, missionaries some 
nomination, seem assume the major 
role attempting deal with the 
problem. realize that these groups 
render fine service alleviating phys- 
ical misery and giving spiritual aid 
among primitive peoples far away, 
poverty stricken unfor- 


tunately for the patient the United 
States, the picture the victim 
vividly drawn that the reader’s concep- 
tion of, and attitude toward, all victims 
leprosy prejudiced their highly 
colored reports. 

Since the Bible accepted millions 
revelation the divine, and the 
most read book the world, McEwen 
says, ‘‘The the medical 
and religious the consideration the 
problem obviously mistake. ra- 
tional conclusion scarcely possible 
the effort toward does not take coz- 
nizance both these factors, assigning 
each proper value the final sum- 
mary 

Concerning the medical aspects Dr. 
Faget, our Medical Offic:r 
Cnarge has said, high time for 
the public realize that considerable 
progress has been made and the medi- 
cal attitude towards leprosy has chang- 
since biblical days when was sum- 
med the one word, ‘Unclean, 
This word more appli- 
cable Hansen’s disease than any 
other germ disease.”’ 

Will the Church keep pace with sci- 
ence must continue bear the 
countless centuries ago priests Le- 
vite, unacquainted with the science 
modern medicine, conforming the 
Mosaic Law. would seem that the 
Church would the first give vic- 
tims Hansen’s disease 
than disgrace for this would 
with the most inspiring con- 
cept all time, the dignity man. 


S.S. 


ceeds from the Carnival for the Red 
Cross amounted $623.75. 
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LETTERS THE EDITOR 

Please enter name your list 
subscribers, and would appreciate 
you would send some back issues 

During the past several years tra- 
veling about the tropics, have visited 
many leprosaria, forthe study the 
disease and its sufferers avocation 
mine. have never had the pleasure, 
though, visiting Carville, and 
looking forward doing upon 
next trip the States. 

feature articles for lead- 
ing magazines, have the feeling that 
there much done remove 
leprophobia from the minds the 
men. And the several articles 
turning out leprosy, one which 
will appear within the next few weeks, 
have tried very point. 

Victor Race 
Balboa, Canal Zone, 
Jauuary 1945. 


have read copy your paper, The 
Star, and would like offer con- 
gratulations the job you are doing. 
referring your efforts give 
people insight into the real 
bout the infectivity leprosy. have 
always found that the fear the disease 
isin inverse ratio the 
person that has had any experience 
with the disease all not the least 
concerned about catching it. 

The are records Australia any 
nurse, attendant, doctor ever having 
contracted the disease, some them 
have been closely associated with for 
periods thirty years. this 
respect disease has better, even 
good, record leprosy. 

Cole, 
Sydney, Australia. 
Januery 1945 
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OUR COVER 

The administration building our 
hospital has historical background. 
The house was one the four man- 
sions built within radius approxi- 
mately miles, between the years 1840 
and 1858 and were reminiscent, their 
Georgian style and elegance, the ante 
-bellum estates along the Potomac. 
These old mansions were once the pride 
the lower Mississippi, but following 
the Civil War. three were deserted in- 
cluding ours, and time left the marks 
its ravages upon them. 

Our mansion which was then ‘‘The 
Indian Camp was built 
the year 1854 and every brick was 
made the plantation the slave 
days. Although much the interior de- 
coration has been destroyed, much in- 
terior beauty still remains. The original 
massive pillars the spacious hallway 
still exist, likewise the large folding 
doors and the long windows extending 
the floor and opening gal- 
leries. 

the recent building program 45, 
000 was appropiated for renovating the 
building effort preserve its 
original design. 

The front the mansion support- 
tall Georgian columns connect- 
iron grill work. All the windows still 
retain the original lattice work shutters. 

The first floor the building used 
for administrative purpose and the sec- 
ond floor has been equipped accomo- 
date official guests and research work- 
ers who visit here from time time. 

TRE CANTEEN 
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NEWS NEW DRUGS 


Antibiotics (from antibiosis, 
ing association between two 
more organisms which detrimental 
one them), which penicillin 
the most famed, are now the objects 
the most exciting search all bacteri- 
ology. dozens laboratories, experts 
are looking for antibiotics fight the 
many diseases penicillin cannot cure. 
tuberculosis, leprosy, etc. 

Last week came news new anti- 
biotic that may great penicil- 
lin. Called streptomycin, product 
the mold-like Actinomyces griseus, 
which helps give newly turned earth 
its distinctive smell. The drug was dis- 
covered Selman Waksman, micro- 
biologist the New Jersey Agricultural 
Experiment Station New Brunswick, 
and dean antibiotic researchers. 

test tubes, streptomycin has de- 
stroyed the bacilli tuberculosis and 
leprosy. Tested human beings for tox- 
icity, has proved not 

Help2d money from the 
wealth Fund, the Federal Government 
and big drug firms, Dr. Waksman and 
his dozen students now spend. most 
their time streptomycin. Many other 
laboratories are experimenting ani- 
mals with new drug. six months 
there may enough for 
tryout humans. 

—From TIME, Jan. 29, 


According Dr. Faget, this 
hospital has obtained small amount 
purified streptomycin from Dr. Waks- 
mani, its discoverer. Dr. Faget said, ‘‘We 
intend use this for test tube experi- 
ments acid-fast microorganisms and 
rat leprosy. This hospital has been 
placed the primary mailing list when 
larger quantities this antibiotic are 
produced. Sufficient scientific work has 


not yet been done with this drug ren- 
der safe for test human beings. 
Work with the laboratory this 
hospital carried Dr. Fite ex- 
pected familiarize with its poten- 
tialities and toxic 


Promizole new Parke Davis pro- 
duct described ‘‘promin substitute 
which can administered mouth 
without toxic Ten patients 
this hospital have been requested 
volunteer take Promizole treatment. 

Asked the Star Promizole, Dr. 
Faget stated: Promizole was brought 
one the subjects for discussion 
the last clinical staff meeting. The 
literature this new sulfone derivative 
was fully reviewed. All the Medical 
Officers discussed the pro and for 
usage this drug Hansen’s disease 
and was concluded that was 
promising therapeutic agent. exper- 
imental study will shortly initiated 
this hospital. The medical staff 
looking forward with much interest and 
hope the outcome this new ther- 
apeutic venture. 


Colombia, South America, where 
leprosy serious problem, Vitamin 
B—1 plus fuadine, has recently been 
reported effective the treat- 
ment this disease. 


PROPHETIC STATEMENT 

connection with the healing prop- 
erties Chaulmoogra oil, have had 
great deal experience with it, and 
had operate leprosarium today 
have the past, and could not get 
Chaulmoogra oil, would not 
very much disappointed From 
address Dr. McCoy New 
York October, 1930. 
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BRITISH LEPROLOGIST 

Dr. Ernest Muir, medical secretary 
the British Empire Medical Relief As- 
sociation and internationally known 
leprologist, was New York Febru- 
ary route England after spending 
four years Trinidad, B.W.I., where 
was charge the leprosarium. 

Dr. Muir stated that may 
British West Indies within the next 
twenty years through program 
public-health education, surveys and 
isolation and treatment the disease 
Dr. Muir told experiments 
with promin and diasone which are un- 
der way the leprosarium Trinidad. 
though neither specific cure for the 
disease, any more thanis the older 
chaulmoogra oil treatmemt. However, 
the drugs seem aid clearing the 
ulcers peculiar the disease. 

Dr. Muir declared, ‘‘is 
not the fearsome plague has been pic- 
tured be. may cured just tu- 
berculosis curable.”’ 

Empire Medical Relief Associa- 
tion, according Dr. Muir, 
following policy educating doctors 
and lay personnel recognition the 
disease those parts the British 
Empire where endemic. 

Trinidad Dr. Muir organized 
system under which each district med- 
ical officer came the leprosarium for 
three months study. After two weeks 
Dr. Muir would leave the hospital and 
his district make surveys, par- 
ticularly among school children. one 
school percent the student body 
was infected, said. Clinics were then 
set where the local officer could 
treat these who were not ill enough 
sent the hospital. 

Pass the STAR your friends. 
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MISSION EXECUTIVE HERE 

Dr. Kellersberger, General Sec- 
retary the American Mission Lep- 
ers, Inc., New York City, visited this 
over the weekend Feb. 17th. 
Dr. Kellersberger speaking tour 
sion’s campaign raise $500,000 for 
five-year post-war anti-leprosy plan 
carried out eight foreign countries, 
including India, China, Burma, Belgian 
Congo, Ethiopia, Korea, Theiland and 
Liberia. 

Dr. Kellersberger was medical mis- 
sionary the Belgian Congo for twenty- 
four years. acknowledged au- 
thority tropical medicine, and often 
addresses medical groups the sub- 
ject. regards himself, however, first 
and foremost Christian Missionary. 

During his visit here, Dr. 
ger met with group patients 
ing representatives the 
Legion, the Patients’ Federation and the 
Star. The purpose this was 
bring about better understanding 
between Dr. Kellersberger, his 
ers the Mission, the paticnts 
this hospital. respect the work that 
the Mission foreign fields, 
some patients contribute it, but 
object the newspaper publicity, re- 
plete with misinformation and melo- 
which has occasion 
appeared the press, reporting state- 
ments made Dr. and Mrs. Kellersber- 
ger their talks before church groups. 
The most recent instance Dal- 
las, Texas. The offéred sugges 
tions toDr. Kellersbergér how this 
unfortunate publicity could avoided. 

also again urged Dr. Keliersberger 
use his influence have the Mission 
omit the odious word ‘‘leper’’ from its 
name. Dr. Kellersberzer explained that 
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AMERICAN LEGION 

Frank Nesom, one our special For- 
Eighters, motored over from Baton 
Rouge February the 7th bring 
Francis Holliday, the Franklin 
Press, Inc. Mr. Holliday expert 
our Star printing plant and gave our 
boys much helpful information. 


The Box’’ the Recreation 
Hall has its musical repertoire, 
sixty the best popular selections. The 
records were the gift the National 
Headquarters the Legion, Indiana- 
polis, Indiana. 


CARVILLE CALLERS 

group nurses from Central and 
South America are spending two years 
the United States, under the auspices 
the Catholic Hospital Association, 
studying hospital Early 
February several members this group 
were here. Another group spent the 
week end February the 17th visiting 
this hospital. They included: Sister Au- 
gustine Lavala, Jauja, Peru, A., Sis- 
ter Martha Maurin, Peru, A., Sister 
Catherine Rojas, Costa Rica, A., Sis- 
ter Mary Louise Monsalve, Quito Ecua- 
dor, S.A. 


LOCAL ADDRESSES 
GROUP 

Dr. George Fite, resident patholo- 
gist this hospital, was the guest 
speaker meeting the Woman’s 
auxiliary the East Baton Rouge Par- 
ish M2dical Society, February the 
9th. Dr. Fite discussed the treatment 
leprosy and differentiated between the 
disease described the Bible 
and its modern aspects. illustrated 
his talk Kodachrome slides. Dr. Fite 
was accompanied the meeting Dr. 
Ben Gullison. 


LEADER 

Walter Esmond New Iberia, 
isiana, State Commander the 
abled American Veterans, visited the 
ex-service men this hospital Feb- 
ruary 27th. Commander Esmond came 
Montalbano Capitol City, Chapter 
Baton Rouge, and Leon Bunting 
New Orleans. The group were wel- 
comed Johansen and met infor- 
mally with the local veterans. 


Mission Executive-Concluded 

many persons the Mission, including 
himself felt that this should done 
but the Board Directors had not yet 
seen its way take this action. ad- 
ded that the matter would consid- 
ered again the next annual meeting 
the Mission October. 


Congratulations Mr. Mrs. Wil- 
liam who were recently married 
Wilmington, Delaware. 

Mr. Danner, years young secre- 
tary-emeritus the American Mission 
Lepers, organization with which 
has been affiliated since 1911. for- 
mer years was extremely active the 
mission and was instrumental pro- 
moting the establishment National 
Leprosarium. has visited Carville 
many times. 

Dr. McCoy, the Dapartment 
Public Health, Schoo! Medicine, 
Louisiana State Univesity, accompanied 
Dr. Stolar, Col. Porter, and 
clinic here Tuesday, February 21st. 


‘‘Our sympathy chaff before the 
wind unless create new atti- 
tude —Moody 


man never shows his character 
plainly the way portrays others. 
Richter 


RED CROSS 

March has been set aside Red Cross 
month all over the nation. 

The patients here, always ready 
heed the call for aid, are making big 
plans for their part this drive. 

Sunday, March will have 
benefit carnival our large ball room. 
Everyone who can asked partici- 
pate. 

There are ways and means 
ing money, some painful and some pain- 
less. want the pleasant way. 
New games and attractions are the 
docket. The Star will sponsor Coun- 
try Store; for those you who enjoy 
good food (and who doesn’t) keep this 
mind. are searching the markets 
for things not available the Canteen. 

For weeks patients have been making 
things contribute. These things are 
unusual, lovely and above all useful. 

Plan come early and stay late, the 
need greater than ever. 
prizes will given. 

The Carville School enrolled the 
Junior Red Cross. are very proud 
our affiliation. 

Recently the children received Valen- 
tines from other Junior Red Cross 
groups Georgia, Mississippi and Lou- 
isiana. The friendships thus made are 
deeply appreciated. 

Mr. Jerry Vogel New York City for 
many years has sending candy 
the patients. 

Regularly placard placed the 
dining room and know when spy 
that again has 

Your generosity known every 
patient, Mr. Vogel, and each salute 
your thoughtfulness and kindness. 


FOR SERVICE STOP 


BUCK’S 


Carville, Louisiana 


STAR Sponsor Golf Tournament 
Fifty dollars cash prizes will 

the winners spring golf 
ment, handicap affair, sponsored 
the STAR. round, for men, 
will begin Easter Sunday, April Ist 
and the ladies competition will get un- 
der way the following Saturday. 

The American Legion ani the Pa- 
tients Federation sponsor golf 
naments here, the past 
spring. The STAR inaugurating 
spring tournament line with its 
community service and this 
ect has been made possible through the 
generous support given the Forty 
and Eight, Voiture Nationale. 

Roberto charge arrangements. 
See bulletin board for details. 


LOUIS CARVILLE 
GENERAL MERCHANDISE 
Carville, Louisiana. 
sell everything-If don 
will get it! 


OUR SPECIALTY 
FRESH QUALITY MEATS 
WINTZ 


Carville, La. 


THE STAR March 
drug that kills Were only 
test tube. test tube. 
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bly not the most important 
part your home your 
mind’s eye. Neither was 
mine until came Car- 
ville and bedroom be- 
came home. 

Our quarters are two sto- 
ry, hollow tile and 
room, tea room, bath 
private bedrooms 
each floor all 
heat. 

When assigned each 
room exact duplicate 
all others. Long and narrow with 
ivory walls, brown wood work, inlaid 
linoleum, metal furniture, lavatory and 
clothes closet. Comfortable, yes, but 
justa room until something one’s 
self transplanted it. 

interesting note how feminin- 
ity added and the homelike appear- 
ance each then assumes. wide win- 
dow just window until the frilly, 
ruffled, criss-cross curtains are hung, 
gracefully draping almost the floor; 
then chenille bedspread the exact 
color the curtains replaces the regu- 
lation hospital spread. Hand embroi- 
dered scarfs are put the tables and 
chifforobe along with photos your 
loved and other belong- 
ings. Then you begin feel home. 

The room next door way sim- 
ilar its neighbor. Furniture for each 
the same but this severely tailored 
room, frills anywhere. Straight lace 
panels the window, tailored scarfs 
and bedspread Look bit closer and 
you'll surely see desk, floor lamp, 
books and typewriter. 

door two down the hall find 


ANN PAGE'S THE LADIES 


; a 


room arranged entirely different. This 
room has heavy brocade drapes, colorful 
taffeta spread and lace scarfs. Sundry 
knick knacks are everywhere. 

Next visit the room seamstress. 


Her sewing table seems the 


factor the room, patterns, pins, need- 
les, scissors, thread, tape line and 
piece flowered fabric. She 
making glazed chintz bedspread 
with her new drapes and plans trim 
new scarfs with the scraps. 

Few rooms are without radios for they 
are the one extra all deem necessary. 
Our taste music differs much our 
taste interior decoration but all 
enjoy our own radios much more than 
people not hospitalized. 

Some rooms are the essence neat- 
ness, some topsy-turvy, some demure, 
some gaudy for each radiates the per- 
sonality its occupant. For the dura- 
tion our hospitalization this room 
our home natural that like 
surround ourselves with the things 
most admire. The upkeep and all 
the extras are our particular obligation 
which further enhances their value 
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PERSONNEL PERSONALS 


happy occasion was the christening 
Little Miss Catherine LaPlace 
Sunday, January 14, the St. Gabriel 
the sponsors were Mr. and 
Mrs. Colby LaPlace. 


Miss Carolyn Richard Sunshine, 
now employed the Materiel 


Office. 


Brackin visited his parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. Brackin recently. 
Seaman Brackin saw service the 
South Pacific for some months. 


The marriage Miss Gloria Stanley 
and Lt. Benjamin Konikoff took 
place the Chapel the Sacred Heart 
here February The Reverend 
Charles Quirk performed the ceremo- 
nuptial mass and was assisted 
Reverend Vincent Kleinpeter and Abbot 
Paul. 

The bride, who was given marriage 
her father, Mr. Edward Stanley, wore 
sky blue wool suit with Navy trim, 
chic Navy blue hat prayer 
book with colonial bouquet white 
camelias. Her only attendant was her 
sister, Mrs. Charles Johnson. 

Lt. Konikoff his best man Lt. 
Henry Mummy. 

Following the ceremony reception 
was held the ballroom the admin- 
istration building. The guests included 
station personnel and friends from 
neighboring communities and New 
Orleans. delightful luncheon, the 
home the bride’s parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Edward Stanley, for the immedi- 
ate family and bridal attendants, fol- 
lowed. 

Lt. Konikoff, who from Los Ange- 
les, recent graduate Loyola 
versity now station- 
Bainbridge, Maryland, where the 


couple will make their home for the 
present. 


Coming events cast their shadows 
before..... The annual RED CROSS 
FUND DRIVE during MARCH. The 
quota for the 4th and 5th wards Iber- 
ville Parish (in which this hospital 
located) set the same figure last 
year, $1500.00. 

Thirty-eight women the Carville 
branch the Iberville Parish Red Cross 
Chapter were recently 
volunteer service pins. Because the 
Particular sacrifices being made the 
sons Mrs. Oscar Richard and Mrs. 
oners war) and LeBlanc 
St. Gabriel and Mrs. Wintz 
Carville (wounded action the 
Western front), the mothers were pre- 
sented with corsages red and ‘white 
carnations token appreciation 
from the Chapter. 


There are 125 active 


East Iberville group. 


FOR YOUR BANKING 
SEE WRITE US, 


WHERE 
Checking Accounts Loans 


Savings Exchange 
Christmas Savings Boxes 
Bank Money Orders 
Travelers’ Cheques 


Your Mail Box our Teller’s Window,- 
let know any way can serve 
you any time. 


LOUISIANA NATIONAL BANK 


OF. 
BATON ROUGE 
Established 


Member 
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FURTHER FACTS 


1874 Armauer Hansen, Nor- 
wegian physician, announced his dis- 
covery the germ which causes the 
disease. appearance and size it-close- 
resembles the germ which causes tu- 
berculosis, the tubercle bacillus. sin- 
gle erganisms impossible for the 
distinguish between 
the two germs. 


Since Hansen’s isolation the bacil- 
lus, hundreds attempts have been 
made grow artificial media but 
date none these have successfully 
met the requirements for proof, and all 
attempted innoculations animals 
have been unsuccessful the same ex- 
tent. scientist more than re- 
corded cases has been able toinfect him- 
self othcr human volunteers 
tempted innoculation the germ. 


THE TRANSMISSION THE 
EASE THE BIG PROBLEM Han- 
sen’s. Once that determined, the 6000 
year old practice imprisoning per- 
son for life because happens 
sick done away with. 


Despite the fact that among the 
many leprosaria scattered throughout 
the world thousands well workers, 
religious and lay, have been daily as- 
sociation with the raticnts the inci- 
dence infection very small some 


these cases reasonable doubt existed 
whether the individual acquired 
the infection this leprosarium. This 
especially true when the infected per- 
son native section the coun- 
try where the disease occurs frequently 
when the disease known have 
existed the family. Neither factor 
was present the much publicized case 
Father Damien but his biographers 
assert that good father never took 
any precautions against infection but 
lived continuously under unhygienic 
His successor, Brother 
Joseph Dutton, worked daily inti- 
mate contact with patients for over 
years without contracting the disease. 


FACTS, based actual experience 
over long period years (the most val- 
scientific yardstick furnish indubi- 
table proof the remoteness the 
communicability Hansen’s disease. 


man woman may remain per- 
fect physical health for years after con- 
tracting Hansen’s disease. Half the pa- 
tients now Carville could sit unnoted 
any social gathering. 


Hansen’s not included the list 
quarantinable diseases New York 
State and patients that State are 
subject tono restrictions. down, 
go). 


This paper, and all outgoing mail, sterilized before leaving the hospital 
Prints pictures appearing THE STAR may purchased from John 


Harris, Carville, Louisiana. 


This activity open all interested patients. The Star entirety hand 
set patients. Subscribers, kindly notify change address. The Star can- 
not forwarded. 
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THE RED CROSS MOTHER 


the Mother whose quick hands 
Bring balm grief and pain, 

Bring bread and broken lands 
And solace the slain. 


walk where screaming bomb and shell 
Spit hate about head; 

And where war’s bleeding children fell 
come with quickened tread. 


stoop where stark the wounded wait, 
Where wan the rescued rest; 

lift them from scarred fields hate 
And hold them breast. 


For, red with blood, this cross mine 
Still floats angel white 

cross that stands, through Christ, the sign 
mercies infinite. 


And since through the stricken live 
And solace walks the world, 
having given, bid you give 
And keep Flag unfurled! 
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